e 
Sonnet KORE LIA 


Bo UL) LL en es “ay Hu mms 


TAL a ae in (NTER. 
CSTE Ye iss Incas 


POV LET KARELIA 

The purpose of this article is to amuaint the resder with conditions exist- 
ing in the Soviet republic of Karelia.Since Russian invasion of Finland, the 
Karelian republic has been brought more into the limelight day by day,due to 
the fact that it comprises the base for Soviet operations against Finland. 
Then again,the relations between the so called Autonomous Republic of eae 
elia:and Moscow will give us ® clearer picture of Fihiende future should she , 
be declared an Autonomous Popublic under the leadership of O.W.Kuusinen, 

When Finland won her war of Independence twenty two years ago,speculation 
relative to her success as an independent nstion in contrast to what might 
have been her destiny as a Soviet State,resulted in some division of opinion 
especially among the Finnish American population.Those who championed the Sov- 
iet cause held that the Finnish people would have written a glorious page of 
achievment had they accepted and furthered the doctrines of Marx and Lenin ag 
interpreted by Joseph Stalin. 

Through out the years Communist newspapers strongly upheld this contention, 
pointing with pride to Russias! continued efforts toward world peacesto her 2? 
hatred of imperialistic agression and to her successful five year plans that 
supposedly raised her standards of living to a pinnacle unexcelled by the 
rest of the world. 

A few weeks ago,however,with Russian invasion of Polands;the stage was be- 
ing prepared for a new act in the Soviet drama.The first Russian bomb to 
shatter the peace of Helsinki rang up the curtain on this new stene With the 
whole world as an audience Joseph Stalin and Co. revealed themselves in their 
true roles,ready and eager to play their well rehearsed parts on a stage al- 
ready crimson with the blood of Finlands first victims. 


The so called defender of the World Froletariat:the fréind of the oppress- 








26 end exploited;in short the Fatherland of the working class had extended 


‘the workers and peasants of Finland a formal invitation to gather under the 
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According to a Moscow dispatch, the Finns were ready to receive the Red 
Army with open arms.The Finnish army has already proved to the world that 


the dispatch should have read= "with loaded arms", 
cS 


Even in face of the events of the past few weeks,there are still those who 
hold that Russia's 'present policy is still for the best in relation to the 
future of Finland,Russia and the world. 

An examination of conditions existing in Soviet Karelia,I f2el will reveal 
to the reader editions that will exist in any land under Russian domination. 
During the months I spent in Karelia I made notes along with a few sket- 
ches depicting Karelianlife, that will mainly comprise the contents of this 

article . 


Desens 


In 1929 following the Wall Street crash,an agency was established in New 
York City to recruit foreign labor to help build Socialism in the Soviet 
taining recruits for migration to Russia.To insure the success of their 
venture they chose a time when not only the United States but the whole 
world began to feel the effects of a devastating depression. 

Utilizing their presaj) pith paid agents in the field,they painted glowing 
pictures of Russias! eee as a leader of the world Proletariet,paving 
the way to a world free of exploitation, unemployment and war. 

Through a study of Marxist theory and tactics I had prepared myself to 
pelieve that here truly rested the salvation of the world toiler. The stronger 

ae this conviction Heceme, the stronger also grew my resolve to one day see » 
this land that had adopted the Marxist maxim--" From each according to his 


ability and to each according to his need". 


_Up-to,-and-including the year @932-these afor“mentioned opportunists had. < 
_suoceeded-in obtaing permits for hundreds of families from -the United States rt 
ee eacaicrate to soviet Karelia.This agency dealt with Finnish work- 
ers who they claimed would more readily acclimate themselves to conditions 
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in Karelia ,and would not face severe language handicaps owing to the fact 
that many of their countrymen were already in positions of trust in this 
northern republic.To all those showing intrest in this migration the agency 4 
promptly forewarded questionaires,Applicants must be between the reasonable 
ages,they must furnish health a eee eee but the main qualification howeyey 
Sever was that they mst have money.One of the most important auestions to 
be answered by each applicant was--"How much money can you spare for the 
machine fund of the Soviet Union"? As this fund was intended for the purch- 
ase of badly needed machinery for the Karelian Republic,the anxious applicant 
naturally saw his chances for migration enhanced if he could afford a gener- 
ous contribution to this fund. 

As it is,Karelia is still in sad need of this machinery, and the machine 
fund with its thousands of dollars of ebay contributions is still as : 
far away from Russia as the men who collected &t. 

All families obtaining permits for migration were invariably warned that 
they must arrive in NewYork at least two weeks or so before embarkation. 

This gave the agency and its various branches a few days to clean up on the 
remaining finances of its recruits.Apartment houses and clothing stores had 
already been contacted by the agents who were always ready to direct business 
into channels that promised them a cut in the profits.Thus all migrating 
families were housed in apartments that chargdd them roundly for the rent 
and the thousands of dollars spent for clothing and supplies rolled into the 
tills of a few selected department stores that had advertised sales for the 
sesageabal 


The agency was well prepared to take charge’of its recruits and their aff- 





airs. In -their—~headauarters at 15 W.126 St. they owned a cafeteria whose 
fecilities-at times were severely taxed in BEETS ENE. the_ thriving ‘business. 


‘Two dance Ploére rh: their six story building in eaaition to a pool room 
TONE 
steambath and Se pool tod al the — cash Bak Rahal Singing a merry a 


at least -elohtac. w-.--- - = v4 . k wissias 








No.4 

Immediately upon their arrival in New York the migrating families were made 
to feel that upon their emarkation they were leaving certain vital respon- 
sibilities behind.These responsibilities it was@ explained were to the Amer- 
ican working class..."You who are journying to the Soviet Fatherland are ab- 
out to enjoy the blessings of freedom and equality purchased with the blood 
of your comrades over there, while we who are remaining to carry on the stru- 
@ele in Capitalistic America are faced with your loss from our ranks, there- 
for any material assistance you can leave behind will be another concerted 
thrust against the tyranny of capitalism," 

This "material assistance" was left behind on numerous collection lists. 
There were benefit lists for the numerous papers and parioai atone twee to 
carry on this struggle,benefit lists for the aid of politcal prisoners; 
lists for the aid of defence organizations who in turn were to aid the pris- 
oners, in short there were so many deserving benefits that it took a well 
stocked pocket book to give "material assistance" to the cause. 

Even the "down and outers" had deserted their benches in Mt. Morris park 
to present themselves as the pitiful handiwork of capitalist economy and rec- 
eived contributions that probably reinstated their belief in Santa Claus. 

This "material assistanc" theme was carried right on to the deck of the 
departing steamer.That they may be properly received in the Fatherland,the 
departing recruits eagerly purchased red handkerchiefs at seventy five cents 
apiece with which to wave out their old life and wave in the new. 

With the callof "All ashore who's going ashore" the agency represenatives 
immediately remembered their duty to the American working class; for they 


had approached as close to the shore of the Soviet Fatherland as their duty 


permitted. Already the vangafird of another migrating -group-was—nearing- New-— — yan 


York carrying with it,undoubtedly, more-"material-assistance"- with which -to 


advance the cause of the world Proletariat. 
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The majority of the Soviet bound families made the crossing on ships of 


the Swedish American Line.Their tickets entitled them to passage across the 


Atlantic,rail passage across Bweden,and steamer passage from Stockholm to 


Leningrad.The first port of call from New York was week Halifax N.S. where 
Canadian passengers were received.On these voyages the migrating groups 


sometimes numbered three hundred and more, 


The voyage required nine days from New ee to pe rnenbarg Sweden via Hal- 
lax. 

In Gothenburg | Sweden the migrants were given a hearty eee Done by members 
and Sema stancs of the Communist Party.Gathered at the pier itn their band 
their red banners flying in the breeze ,they gave a rendition of\the Inter- 


nationale in their native Swedish.As long as such demonstrations are ord- 





srly they seldom receive interference from the police providing excellent 
oroof of Swedish Democracy, 
In Gothenburg a dance had been aranged as an entertainment feature for 

che newly arrived migrants.Here, interpreters and guides were eager to assist 
sheir charges in gaining full benefit of the hospitalities accorded.And hos- 
»itaple people they were:the festivities would extend far into the night, liv— 
»ned perhaps by the factthat Sweden had not seen fit to invoke a prohibition 
@mendrent.Even here the"material assistance" skeleton was dragged out for a 
final airing and many departed with their last American dollar,consoling 
themselves with the thought that here a dollar was worth four crowns and would 
@ do double duty against the OBre of exploitation. 


N . 
The journey from ry adihoys to Stockholm was made on Swedens speedy elec- > 





ric train,which crossed the country in a few hours.At Stockholm, a ship of 
the Swedish American Line was berthed at the pier ready to transport the— 
aigrants | to their final destination. Faseing. through Sweden ,especially- through 
ay had but meager opportunity/observe Swedish life and customs, 


ome months later,however,I spent nine weeks in Stockholm--"The Venice of aha 





North{lnd—the-memory-of-this “beautiful city and ite people ts one thet 7 F mcs Sif 
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In midafternoon on our second day out from the harbor of Stockholm, the 4a, ? 
GO 
looming towers of the famous fortress of Kronstadt presaged ©h® @11-to-soon 


end of our pleasant voyage from New York.Passing in the shadow of its great 
wall ‘it was obvious to see that nothing had been overlooked in making it 
effective as possible, as a potential bulwark of power in guarding the Sov- 
iets most important water entrance.This fort is today undoubtedly the base 
of Soviet naval operations against Biarend: 

With Kronstadt behind the passengers busied themselves with final prep- 


erations for disembarkation at Leningrad.On the voyage from Stockholm to Len- 





ingrad,the steamship company was represented by an agent who helped iron out 

any difficulties that might arise during the voyage.During the last meal on 
shipboard he aroused the ire of the passengers with his admonition to eat 
hearty,for as he put it--"This will be your last decent meal for many a day 

so take advantage of it while you can."A gentleman from Canada took up the 
challenge and reffered to this remark as a"damnable 1i€;a final Gapitalist- 
ic slur intended to discredit the cause of the world toiler.With the ship lig vs 
ready in Russian waters,the time was rapidly drawing nigh when the passen- 

gers themselves could test the truth of this remark and of many others that 

had been advanced both pro and con since the Russian Revolution. 

The arrival of the pilot tug and a government motor boat bearing unifor- 
med immigration officials was the first tangible evidence to our proximity 
to Soviet Leningrad. 

When Leningrad finally hove into view, its harbor activity,its docks and 
loading cranes gives it the appearance of any large seaport.Looming in the 


Giabant pbackgequad, ROwWeTE® 2 the immense dome of ote Isaacs Cathedral, the 





stately epizas of the dungeons of Peter and Paul imnediately crowds ones 


er with thoughts. range ing from whiskexe and boots to samovars and vodka, 
or anything remindful of the Russia they typify. 


_Final-preperations-were-being-made-on- -the- ship-for-an— i cee ee 
pre Liew Mmeeate? 
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‘already flying from the mast,in the cold October wind that blew along the 
Neva.eBlasts from the whistle,clanging of bells,shouted orders in Swedish 
and Russian,ropes and hawsers leaping to life and the long eventful voy- 

age from New York City had finally been completed. 

The scene that confronted me upon my entrance to the customs house in 
most respects was not unlike that viewed in all custom houses. Opening of 
suitcases, jangling of keys,screeching of boards ripped from packing cases, 
sound of hammers,several languages being spoken at once;and the usual hub 
bub and confusion that accompanies a arene of real life being enacted by 
people representing many natigalities,in a strange and foreign background, 

The examination undergone RPE A See. pe: upon their arrival in the Soviet 
Union, I believe I am safe in saying, is stricter then that accorded by any 
other country in the world.In the first place,a capitalistic newspaper does 
not leave the customs house:all books and papers are “sere ei A examined to 
make sure that no subversive propaganda enter the country. 

An official, thumbing the pages of a World Atlas belonging to one of my 
freinds, suddenly laid the book before him on the desk and very intently scru- 
tinized the pictures that faced him.Two full-paged pictures of the United 
States Army and Navy on parade engaged his attention,and obviously made the 
ook in the eyes of the official an important military document resulting 
in its examination in higher circles.The official returned shortly with the 
,00k, spoke a few words in Russian including the term "horoshaw" which I 
learned later was equivalent to our "okay". 

During the entire examination the officials showed but little regard to 
personal properties as evidenced by articles strewed on the floor during 
jnspection, Some of the passengers showed faint signs of dissaproval of the 
(nethods employed in inspection but they had already _forgotten-that--this was 
Indeed the land where terms such as "me" and"mine" mist.be replaced by "we" 


and "ours", Special attention was given to articles such as typewriters, Sew- 


ing machines,guns, musical instruments in short anything that might be 7 
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conscripted for public use.The number of the machine or gun along with the 
Owners name and sex were carefully recorded for now thesegarticles were pub- 
lic property and could be claimed by the government at any time.Whenever a 
demand arose for any of these registered articles,the government would call 
them in and compensate the owner with the little valued paper ruble. 

This government policy in relation to articles of personal property cau- 
sed some unfavorable comment among the newly arrived builders and defend- 
ers of Socialism.Those who had no articles of value were in favor of this 
mutual division of property }but those who had gone to a great deal of troub- 


le and expense in bringing over a few personal belonings intended for their 





. ‘ Feryey~ 
own use and comfort,didn't condone the practice with such patriotic fergngr 


In other words it's always easy to divide the other mans property especially 
when you have none of your own.This is probably the reason why it's so com- 
fortable to be a communist in any country but Russia. 


Upon completion of customs inspection,we were instructed to take 


cases and other articles of hand luggage and follow our guide to the hotel. 

Out of the noise and confusion of the customs house we stepped into the 
noisier,heavily trafficed atmosphere of the street.A heavy flow of horse drawn 
vehicles moving in both directions gave rise to an incessant rumble,as the 
4ron tired wheels bounced and jolted over the uneven surface of the cobble- 
stoned stpeet.Speeding motor trucks splashed mud right and left. 

It was evident at a glance that the majority of the people hurrying to 

and f ro along the sidewalk,paid very little attention to the style,cut, 
and color of their clothes.Grey quilted coats and pants predominated among- 
st the men.Leather boots seemed to be the accepted footgear &f both sexes. 
There were also those who caught the eye of the foreigner by displaying 
their burlap swathed-feet -in-the-already oueer and -interesting assortment-of-- 
apparel,worn by the crowds that-thronged the sidewalk.Others covered -the -—. - - 
distance over the rapidly freezing mud,in shoes fashioned from birchbark an 


{tem that covers a wide variety of functions in Russia. 
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The majority of the women wore short skirts and like the men a large num- 
ber wore heavy leather boots and quilted coats.An assortment of various col- 
ored shawls completed the ensemble, 

If the garb of the Russians was the object of scrutiny and comment,the con- 
trasting clothes of the foreigners by no means escsped attention.As evidence 
of this, small groups of pedestrians formed in our wake,obviously voicing op- 
inions in regards to our idendityv and intentions. 

Edgeing our way through the heavy traffic,we followed our guide into a ho- 
tel that he explained had in former days housed the bank of France.On the 
first floor the single men were ushered into a large dormitory,while members 
of families were quarterd on the second floor.Numerous cots,a few chairs,a 
long mahogany table containing two glass stoppered vases of water completed 
the furnishings of the dormitory.Whether the heating system was out of ord- 
er or the season too early for its operation is still a mystery; but the pen-~ 
entrating chill of the room interior was definitly a factor in cooling the 
ardor of some who had complained about the services received during the voyages 

After all forty two members of the party had received meal tickets,we pre- 
pared to follow our guide into the dining room and sample our first Russian 
meal.Seatec at small tables we were served bowls of Russian borsch,hot tea 
in tall thin glasses,small individual portions of meat and heavy textured 
black bread.Butter and milk were ab&ent from the table.There were many who 
made ill=concealed faces upon swallowing their first piece of butterless 
bread which aside from being heavy and coarse is usually sour to the taste. 

The meal was served in dishes brightly illustrated with pictures of fac- 
tories,tractoré,automobiles and other machinery;a method employed to aquaint 
the masses with the goal of the Five Year Plan.The completion of my first 


Russian meal was the first step in curbing a coffee drinking habit of long _ 


standing.Although coffee is obtainable with foreign money or gold from cer- 
ak prescribed shops,never-is it included in the foreigners "norm"or ration, 


During my entire stay in the Soviet Union,1 enjoyed not more than 4a 
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half dozen cups of coffee.Therefor with the choice of hot beverages narr- 
owed down to one,I soon displayed as much zest and gusto in draining my 
lass of so called "saiju" as evinced by any of the natives. 

The following morning,in company of our guide and interpreter we set out 
to see the numerous sights of Leningrad.Moving along the sidewalk in a large 

“group we attracted attention from all sides,Drivers and passengers inthe 
many typed vehicles that made up the traffic in the street ,craned their necks 
to an angle that would give them an unobstructed view of this newly discover- 
ed center of attraction.A few small boys-detailed themselves to brining up g 
the rear of our party evidentily with the intention of being first hand site 
nesses to any excitment that might be in the offing. 

Whoever is responsible for originating the much qouted saying,"there's 
always room for one more",never had the opportunity of staring at a Lenin- 
grad streetcar.To simply say they were overcrowded wouldn't do justice to 
their discription.Bulgeing,overflowing,are terms more to the point.Aside frow 
the paid fares who hang precariously on the step of the crowded platform, 
other available space on the outside is occupied by boys going places with- 
out parting with the fifty kopeks this service calls for.To fully appreciate 
the streetcar service,one should gain acsess to the interior of the car with 
a suitcase or two,and upon reaching his destination try to alight in the few 
available seconds without breaking any of the ten commandments.lo accomplish 
this successfully,a devil may care spirit and a thorough knowledge of foot- 
ball tactics are a decided asset. 

Throughout our entire tour of Leningrad it was quite apparent that our 
guides main 4ntention was to impress upon us the lavish extravagange of the 
the former Czars. Arriving at St. Isaacs cathedral, he went on at great length 
to give a complete word picture of the tremendous cost in labor and money in 

sonstructing this monument to religion. (He made no mention,however,of the 

“gigantic statue of Nixolei Lenin proposed for the Red Square in Moscow) 


"Ages ago, explained our guide, small h children toddled over these y 
ery 
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same stones and watched a huge army of men begin its construction. Years later 
as Old men and women,they shuffled over these worn stones and with age dim- 
med eyes viewed the difficult hoisting of the huge solid granite pillars that 
were to support the beautiful dome.Death closed their rapidly failing eyes 
and gave rest to their weary bodies before the final debris of construction 
had been cleared away! 

St.Isaacs cathedral today is a museum fostering the doctrine of anti rel- 
igion amongst the masses.One ruble paid to the guard at the gate enaables 
one to climb the narrow spiral stairway ts the observation tower situated 
on top of the immense dome.The shaft circled by the spiral stairway was in 
complete darkness,with the exception of the limited light that gained ent- 
rance through small windows puncturing the shaft at intervals.The climb to 
the top was slow and laborous at best.An almost unbroken line of people 
moving both ways resulted in occaisional jams that completely stopped all 
progress for several minutes at a time. 

Whatever the discomforts of the climb,they were soon forgotten with the 
scene that unfolded below.Leningrad with its population of three million 
lay stretched Relowieith the bright rays of the morning sun adding the nec- 
essary blaze of color to its numerous domes and spires. 

Almost directly across the narrow winding Neva,the dungeons of Peter and 
Paul presented an awesome spectacle,and the former winter palace of the 
Czar with its huge souare thronged with morning traffic was plainly visible 
a short distance away. 

Later on in the day we paid a visit to the prison which had the reputation 
of being the most famous political prison of its dayeOur guide went to great 
pains showing us the various cells,especially those for solitary confinement 
and the torture chambers.He explained that the government.maintained the pri- 


son as @ museum;a constant reminder of the horrible treatment dealt out to 


thoseSdareé question the authority of the Czar. 
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Not one word ,however did he mention of the two hundred and twenty thousand 
prisoners who at that moment were slaving on the gigantic canal project, 
that was to unite Leningrad with the White Sea.The closing of the dungeons 
of Peter and Paul by no means put an end to the political prisoner problem, 
-for the majority of the convicts at the canal had been sent there for pur- 
ely political reasons.These facts we were later to discover for ourselves. 

The afternoon of our third day in Leningrad ,brought the announcement, that 
our departure for Petrozavodsk Karelia had been definitly set for that eve- 
ning. With the completion of our last meal in the hotel,the members of our 
party were thrown into a sudden panic of Naare Th order to comly with the 
request to have all articles of luggage in the vestibule,and be prepared to 
leave within the hour. 

Over an hour had elapsed,however,before the arrival of the truck that had 
been chartered to transport the luggage to the railroad station. In wake of 
the tnuck,followed the bus that was soon crowded with women,children and men 
of the party who were unable to find room in the truck;and so a short while 
later we stood on the crowded station platform in readiness to complete the 
final stage of our journey. 

A glance at the surging crowds on the platform and in the station, suffice 
to make clear the reason for the necessary precaution of having several men 
accompany the truck to safeguard its contents. Railroad stations are the fav 
orite gathering places of Russian thieves and pickpockets.I believe that in 
very few countries has pickpocketing and petty thievery in public places, 
reached such proportions and made such headway as it has in Russia.At no tim 
is it really safe to trust ones luggage out of his hands,for the thieves can 
easily distinguish the foreigner from his clothes and luggage.A foreigners 

_-suitease is indeed-a prize package to-these beraggled-thieves-who spare no 
effort or method in their attempts to aauire it.Although many eyed our lug 


gage longingly,we were able to transfer it to our coach without the loss of 


a single article, 
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the single track railroad from Leningrad to Murmansk had been constructed 
during the world wer to provide an ice free sea outlet for the Imperial Gov'! 
of the Czar,then at war with Germ ny.Wood burning locomotives transported th 
trains into this northern republic. At this narticular time,in October 1932, 
the traffic on this road was extremely heavy due to the fact that aside from 
“supplying the republic of Karelia it also served as a means of transporting 
Supplies to the vast army of prisoners engaged on the mammoth canal project. 

One coach of the Murmansk train had been reserved for our party.Instead of 


cushioned seats,the coach supplied passenger accomodation on what at first 


13 


glance appeared to be large wooden shelves placed three high on one side topped 


with a baggage rack.Small wooden seats on the other side accomodated two pas+ 
sengers each.The forty two members of our party,hand luggage included,seemed 

to fill the coach to capacity.A little later however,after having looked int 

one of the neighboring cars,I learned what the word capacity meant. 

All available space on the shelves,and even the baggage rack was crowded 
with passengers;some sitting,others in a reclining position with their feet 
protruding in the aisles,hindering the passage of others through the car. 
Bags,boxes,teakettles and samovars were piled high between the seats and al- 
most obstructed passage in the aisles.It seems as though the Russians always 
travel in company of all their worldly goods,thus crowding almost to the cei- 
ling any vehicle of transportation they resort to. 

Many of the passengers carried a loaf of black bread under their arm from 
which they would occasionally break off large pieces and consume with evid- 
ent relish.The jangle of teakettles in the neighboring coaches would inform 
us of the approach of a larger station where hot water was available ,enablim 
those with the necessary equipment to brew +e—srew themselves a kettleful of 


tea. 





About this time,some woman in our coach loudly informed us of the presence 
of a cockroach in the car.The discovery of one led to the discovery of sever 
al more which evidently prevented many of the passengrs from closing an ey® 





during the long night ride to Petrozavodsk. 
About ten o'clock the next morning our coach was the scene of confusion 


with all the passengers making last minute preperations for our arrival in 


Petrozavodsk.A few shrill blasts from the enzine,the jerk of grabbing brakes 


signaled our entry into Petrozavodsk,the capital city of the Autonomous Rep- 
ublic of Karelia.Due to its out of way position this city is rarely visited 
by foreign tourists. 

Ones first wiew of Petrozavodsk from the station,enen on a bright sunny 
day,would reweal a city;grey,drab, lacking in color-its whole expanse bathed 
in a more or less dreary atmosphere. Viéwed through the cold dripping rain it 
seemed even less inviting. 

A mumber of people were crowded in the station amongst whom were many for- 
eigners who had come to the station to greet any friends or relatives who 
might have arrived on the incoming train. We followed our guide through the 
crowded station and walked down the slick muddy path that led to the station 
barracks,where we were to be quartered for the present.The distance from the 

Ws our guerters was not long;a few minutes walk through the mud sufficed, 
to gain shelter from the rain in the newly constructed barracks. 

Two of the three large rooms in the barracks were occupied by members of a 
group of foreigners who had arrived in Karelia during the previous week. 
Their number was augmented by others,who had come to the barracks to meet 
friends from the United States and Canada. 

The room in the barracks alloted to our group,like the other two rooms 
occupied by previous arrivals,was furnished with a long table,two long ben- 
ches,and a bed that skirted three walls of the room.The bed formed by numer- 
ous board frames,supported by small sawhorse s placed side by side and cover- 

ea with blankets and straw mattresses,gave the appearance of Deing one Bh 
__ ped.The only comfort or. satisfaction one felt in gazing at the bed, was in . 
the fact that there seemed to be ample room for -all forty two members of 
N 


our party. "Yes you should be thamkful that your group doesent number any more, 
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Said one man who had arrived in Petrozavodsk in a narty numbering over three 


hundred. It was immediately epparent,that this our first temporary habitat in 
the Soviet Union was to be anything but pleasant considering that in our par- 
ty were several families accompanied by small children.This complete dis reg~ 
ard for family privacy caused -esmeeed- 9 distinctly unfavorable first impressi07 
among the parties thus affected. 

About this time several members of our party who had exchanged American do] 
lars for rubles in Leningrad,md who had, subscribed heavily to the "material 
assistance" funds in New York and Sweden,received a bit of interesting although 
shocking imformation.A dollar in Leningrad had brought them one ruble ninety 
four kopeks through the official exchange.At the station barracks in Petroz- 


avodsk,however,were many men who offered ten,fifteen and even twenty rubles 


for a dollar bill, 

Naturally this created a preplexing situstion,one that requires a detailed 
explanation. 

All foreign laborors in Russia are paid wages in Russian rubles.With a very 
limited amount of commodities in circulation,purchaseable with their wages,the 
rubles in their possession have very little real va lue.But on the other hand 
every larger city in Russia has at least one or more Torgsin stores stocked 
with imported goods obtainable only with foreign money or gold. 

These men who had offered a large amount of rubles for a single dollar,had 
undoubtedly seen some article for sale in the Torgsin store that they could 
own were they in possession of a dollar or its eouivalent in gold.The same 
article could not be induced from the shelf with any amount of rubles. 

With the realization of the significance of this fact,all the newcomers who 

had done es or a major part of their foreign money or "valutta” had 

occasion to deeply regret the liberal policy they adopted.in.the distribution —— 
of their finances.Many were they -who-remembered the repeated exhortations-of- 


“the agents in New York relative to the importance of leaving their dollars be- 


hind as they were ofno value to one fortunate enough to reside within the 
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boundaries of the Soviet Fatherland. 

Those foreigners in Russia who were still in possessiom of foreign money 
were able to purchase# milk,cream,coffee additional butter and meat,articles 
of clothing and many other essential necessities not obtainable with rubles, 
-In speaking of Russian wages,l°t us say for example,three hundred rubles a 
month;many advocates of the Soviet system(in accordance to the exchange value 
of the dollar)immediately interpret it as ecuivalent to one hundred and fifty. 
dGollars.iIn praising such wages they unconsiously have in mind,the various arT- 
icles one could purchase who received one hundred and fifty dollars a month. 
But unfortunately ,however,three hundred paper rubles are not blessed with the 
value of gold rubles and cannot in the least be associated whbh one hundred 
and fifty dollars.Therefor the policy of visitors in the Soviet Union is to 
exchange only what money is necessary,and do their trading in Torgsin Stores 
and restaurants. 

Those of our party who still had a few American dollars were able to pur- 
chase coffee at the local Torgsin storeiIn the cooking and consuming of this 
coffee I witnessed one of the most pitiful scenes of communal living and 
sharing that I ever expect to see.The large brick stove in the station bar- 
racks that had a fire place opening into each of its three rooms, was the only 
suitable and available place for brewing coffee amongst its occupants. 

Before these open fires,those who had coffee,went about. brewing it in as 
much secrecy as possible so as not to arouse the envy of the big majority 
who were not so fortunate.The peeneating odor of coffee,however,found its 
way into all three rooms and meny a man who a few short weeks before had 
gladly subscribed to the various lists in New York, found himself cursing 
these deceptive agents and enemys of the working class,under his breath. 

A few-small children-whose parents still had the necessary means, were pro= 
-ided with milk.Ag 4s-only-natural,one child wants what the other child gets, 


Many 4 mother was faced with the difficult ,and distastefull task of explain- 
ing to her small charges why they must not clamor for milk. 
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At the Torgsin store in Petrozavodsk,many a wedAing and engagement ring was 


traded for milk,coffee and other supplies not available with Russian curreng. 


LYcel officials made it clear that the government needed gold with which to 


carry on foreign trade,and all those in possession of gold or articles con- 
taing gold were warned to report to the Torgsin store where their possession 
could 


be valued in rubles and kopeks and paid for in supplies. 

Petrozavodsk is a city with a population of opproximately fifty thousand. 
it is located on the shore of Lake Onega and is prominent as a distribution 
center for the important logging activities carried on in the surrounding 
forests.The Onega munitions factory is the largest payroll in the city,emp- 
loying some four thousand workers.Five hundred workers,many of whom are for- 
eigners are employed in the skee factory,while other groups of foreigners 
were employed in the building trades and in the two sawmills of Petrozavodsk. 

The city has no sewage or water system.Water was taken from the lake and 
from numerous wells about the eity,while the waste and sewage was transport- 
ead in horse drawn carts to a dump in the outskirts of the town.It takes but 
little imagination to picture the danger and hardship visited upon the pop- 
ulation by the absence of these two essential public services.The health dep- 
artment posted signs about the city warning the populace of the consequences 
of drinking unboiled water.Even so the death rate from typhoid was exceeding— 
ly high. 

In Russia all workers exist on a ration or so called "norm; "and unless one 
has foreign money or gold he cannot increase the commodities that make up his 
norm. There ae several different levels in the ouantity and quality of the 
norms dealt out to the various classes of people. 

The first,or poorest,is the Russian norm consisting mainly of black bread 
tea <e cabbage ‘soup and small a auantities of meat,The second is the foreig- 


OF Mesa “ “ee EB eect eatin a Tic Free 
ners” norm handled by the Insnab Food Trust which distributes food to all for- 


eign workers in. Russia.This included more meat,some canned goods, small portions 
of butter,,in addition to the Russian norm. 
ont 0 oN 
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Che engineers and specialists norm is somewhat better then the first two 


listed.Those who rated high in political position and power,naturally enjoy- 
ed living conditions in keeping to their importance in the social and polit- 
ical scale. 

Many of the foreign workers in Petrozavodsk had their monthly norm sent to 
one of the three Insnab controlled eating houses in the city.These establish- 
ments received Gee proportion to the number of registered customers 
they catered to.Thus if one was not a resident of Petrozavodsk,the fact that 
he may be in town with a large amount of-rubles in hés pocket doesn't necess-~ 
arily mean that he is able to purchase a meal in the city.The money he would 
gladly pay to the Insnab eating house would not have the power to replace thé 
food he might receive to the eating house in that specified month.If an out- 
side worker did receive food in the city,he would be enjoying double rations 
as hfs norm for the month had already been sent to the logging camp where he 
was employed.in cases where an outsider is detained in the city on important 
pusiness,provided he carries documentary proof,he may receive a temporary 
food card from the Insnab food trust.Therefor outsiders coming to the city 
for a day or two carry their own lunch. 

The foreigners who done their own cooking, found it necessary to spend 
many a weary hour each week in the Insnab store attending to the purchese of 
the items designated by their norm.'lo better understand my last statement we 
will step into the store and purchase a few articles. 

In nearly all cases one will find the store crowded to capacity with cust- 
omers.At second glance of the dense crowd within,one is able to make out that 
the customers have formed in three oues. 

Posted in a conspicuos place on the wall is a price list nameing all goods 
in stock and their prices.After one has definitely ascertained the nature of 
jis purchases,he- joins a -oue leading to-a small table presided over by two — 
womengwho mark the-purchases in-his bookyprovided thet the commodities in 


guetion have not already been purchased.To complete this the first step of 
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the purchase,requires anywheres from five minutes to s half an hour. 
He then joins the aue leading to the cashier.Enduring another wait,as long 
or longer then the first,he names the articles to be purchased to the cashiet 
who punches small tickets contsining the cost of each individul item.The sum 
total of the tickets is then paid to the cashier. 
- Thus the purchaser is eligible to join the last me by far the most confus-~ 
ing and nerve racking of the three.AsS all available space at the counter is 
utilized by customers and their purchases;one is usually forced to carry his 
purchases in his arms while the remaining’ items on his list are being atten- 
ded to by the clerks.The climax of the days shopping is usually reached in 
elbowing ones way through the heavy crowd,when burdened with bundles. 

At the entrance of the Insnab store,there were occasionaly Russians and 
Karelians who laid in wait for a generous appearing foreigner.With the aid 
of a usually innefficient interpretey they offered bribes to the foreigner 
who would use his purchaseing book in obtaining various articles not access- 


able to them.Their quest was seldom successful in so far as the penalty fo 
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the above given practice deprived the foreigner of his purchasing book and 
placed him on the Russian norm. 

Russians who did not eat their food in an eating house,received their norm 
from bread stations easily recognized by the long ~ue of people waiting their 
turn at the door.These bread stations I had already witnessed in Leningrad. 
At lunch time, the Russians would form a.line before their so called kitchen 
on runners* when lots i ieea before their shop or factory.This consisted of a 
— vat filled with soup and transported from job to job on aia sled. 

In additiom to a dipper full of this soup,the Russians Sees Arena their 


carefully measured ration of pread. 


LOng lines of customers readily singled out the several EOP ‘ii vodka AAs 





to the eye of the ‘foreigner. These vodka ques were formed not only by Rasaten 


and Karelians, but also by foreigners, ‘bent on aguireing a bottle or two OT «th 


potent liguor, 
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The number of bottles to be purchased by each member of the Cea Peete 
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easily ascertained by counting the number of empty bottles in their possess- 
lon. Occasionally foreigners not aouainted with the Russian ruling,spend con- 
siderable time in the vodka line only to be turned away empty handed,because 
they are unable to provide empty bottles to replace the full ones they intend 


to buy.Owing to a serious shortage of bottles even a large sum of rubles doeg 


not succeed in breaking this ruling. 

Many who inhabit the vodka ques are kulaks ,who travel to neighboring logg- 
ing camps,especially those inhabited by foreigners and exchange the fiery 
liquor for articles of clothing,candy or anything that might be considered a 
fair exchange. 

The kulaks have banded themselves together in several small villages in thé 
vicinity of Petrozavodsk dependent for existence mostly from their age old 
practice of bartering produce from their small barren farms.When the gov't 
collectivised farms in the Ukraine,many of the peasants refused to farm coll- 
ectively,and of these some had arrived in Karelia where they had thrown in 
their lot with the local \ulaks. Others were active in the so called color- 
ful thieves market on the waterfront of Petrozavodsk.The gov't does not rec- 
ognize the kulak as a citizen-they are regarded as a dangerous element to the 
Soviet system and as such must be under continual surveiylance of the O.G.P BD. 

The largest church in Petrozavodsk now housed a Russian eating house and 
a public saloon.The second story of the large circular church was dotted with 
small tables and numerous chairs,to accomodate those who were willing to meeT 
the heavy state tax imposed on liaour served by the glass. Vodka,purchaseable 
from the liauor stations for eleven rubles a liter,served in small liquor 
glasses in the church,commanded a price of two rubles and twenty five kopeks 
per glass.One ruble,fifty kopeks induced a large schooner of beer or'beva" 
onto the table. 

~~"A plate containing a gmail sauare of black bread accompanies every glass 


of vodka served.A mouth full of black bread as a chaser,after every drink 





of vodka,seems to be an old Russian custom strictly adhere? to. 


Opposite the church was a large circular building that housed the shops 


and-stores of the city.Many of the shops had no windows opening on the side- 


walk,receiving their only natural light from the large courtyerd in the rear. 


teal 
These stores were very poorly stocked ,especially with merchandise that could 


be put to any immediate use.One shop,presumablyv a hsrdware store,hed dozens 
of bicycle bells in stock;but as there were no bicycle shops in the city their 


purpose was purely ornamental. 





The Insnab store which has already been mentioned ,fiad no display window, ani 
anyone not in possession of a registered purchase book was refused admittance 
to this store.The only shop in town boasting display windows was the Torgsin 
store ,revealing well stocked shelves of edibles and many different types of 
clothing.The planked sidewalk in front of this store was usually crowded with 
Russian youngsters with their noses flattened against the glass,loningly eye- 
ing the contents within 

The service in these shops in most cases is verv poor.As these stores are 
all state owned, the clerks find little incentive to go out of their way to 
encourage business as their salary is not governed by the amount of their 
‘sales. 

The radio stations throughout Russia were continually carrying their gos- 
pel to all the countries of Europe.Glowing pictures were painted of the adv- 
ancements made by the Russian working class.Unemployment,it was explained, 
was just an evil capitalistic word that had no place in the economic vocab- 
ulary of the Soviet.In many languages the news floated over the airways in- 
forming the people of Europe of the constantly rrmising weges and lowering » 
prices being enjoyed by the citizens of Russia. 


As ea result of Ate ErCpen ais » hundred s of eur epess Noreen: arrived in the 


soviet Union. Several large hebben colonies were sent to the industrial oanteys 


ae ‘the - interior. Others were Rane to the mining. benters and to_ the aapaegeros 


lands of the Ukraine where their knowledge and skill were pitted agaimst as 


Customs and methods that had existed through the centuries. 

The radio station at Petrozavodsk wes constanly carrying on this propnagandé 
for the benefit of the people in Finland.As Finland borders Soviet Karelia, 
hundreds of Finnish workers crossed the border illegally into the Karelian 
republic.For illegal entry into the country they were immediately placed into 
prison camps where they were detained for six months for the ostensible pur- 
bose of determining if there are any subversive elements within their ranks, 
At the end of six wenthey piace in Russian camps receiving the Russian norm, 
These prisoners were all placed to work ray various capacities.Some were sent 
to the lime quarries located on islands in Lake Onega,while others were for- 
ced to peel pulpwood in the Karelian forests. 

Some years ago communist newspapers hotly contended that no convict labor 
was emphoyed in the lumber industries of Karelia.It was a common sight,how- 
ever,in this northern republic to see convict gangs being escorted by Hed 
Soldiers from one job to the other. 

I had occasion to interview many of the men df ‘¥hd/hdy'/ who had been int- 
roduced to Soviet life in the prison camps.Many of their comrades had died 
of exposure and lack of nourishing food during the cold winter months of 
their enforced stay in the q_==aEEREEES Karelian labor camps.During my sec- 
ond month in Karelia,I visited one of these camps while on my way to the 
experiment station of Padozero.The supply truck operating between Petrozavodsk 
and Padozero on this occasion,delivered second hand clothing to the populsce 
of the prison camp.These articles of clothing were dumped unceremoniously in 
the snow percipitating a scramble amongst the prisoners in their efforts to 
salvage such clothing that might prove useful. 

Even during the coldest days of winter,many of these prisoners risked their 
lives in attempting to skee through the wide,trackless forests to Finland. 
Almost every city and town in Finland has seen_the. return of some of these 
adventurers who have brought fresh news from the Autonomous Republic of Kar- 


elia. 
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Ali the laborers hired in the Karelien republic were in the employ,and und- 


er the jurisdiction of various trusts.The largest and most powerful of these 

was the Karelles Logging Trust in direct charge of all logging operations. 
The building trust embraced all workers engaged in the building trades. 

In order to speed up production in the industrial field,"socialistic comp- 
etition" was introduced between the various branches of these trusts.Shock 
brigades,led by shock brigedeers,set the pace in factory,farm and forest}; 

and as a reward for meritorious service in the field of labor,many received 
the Order of Lenin.This nationally adopted speed up system caused severe hare 
dships to those employees who could not keen the pace set by the shock brig- 
ades,Even though all workers are members of the various trade unions they are 
strictly forbidden the right to strike. 

The officials of these trade unions receive their instructions at convent- 
ions of the Supreme Council of Soviets who outline the amount of work expec- 
ted from each individual trust. 

All workers are expected to spend at least two evenings a week at polptica | 
meetings,and any continued absence from these affairs results in an invest- 
igation by the 0.G.P.U.During the celebration of the November Revolution,all 
workers in Petrozavodsk and vicinity were required to march in the parades 
under the banner of their trade union.This same policy is in effect through- 
out the entire Soviet Union,resulting in mammoth parades during these days ot 
celebration. ; 

Although Karelia was supposedly granted her autonomy following the Russ- 
jan revolution,nevertheless,the output of her various trustsand their con- 
duct was directly governed by Moscow. 

The strong arm of the Soviet dictatorship held this northern republic un- 


der its thumb in the REA of the famous O- a. Pe U. and the Red _ Army, both 


S saneeable to MeseoK. The Russian secret police play a role similar to that” 


of the Gestapo in dermany and are a vital factor in the enforcement of dec- 


rees originating @qyygmmmin the Soviet Capitol. 
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While in Petrozavodsk 1 availed myself of the opportunity of visiting the 


the vsrious schools.One of these was the six year school for children,locat- 
©* near the church in a building that had formerly housed Russian Nuns. 


This school was attended by Karelian,Russian and foreign children.in view of 


the large number of students in attendence all available space in the building 
was exceedingly crowded ,with the beds in the dormitory rooms almost joining. 
All students received the Russian norm,with the exception of those whose par- 
ents possessed a foreigners purchasing book enabling them to receive additional, 
rations from home.During the time of my visit milk was not available,so the 
majority of the children drank tea,while a few whose parents still had foreiyw 
money Grank cocoa, 

The children are taught in the Russian and Finnish language,and one héur @ 

each day was devoted to English,for the benefit of those who had attended 


school in the United States and Canada. 
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From the kindergarten on, the state practically molds th 
iidren. Various organizations have been formed for the children with the pur- 
pose of supplying them with a strong political background.As the child adven- 
ces in age he automatically becomes a member of another state organization 
that advances and furthers his political development. 

The forestry technicum,a trade school, was attended by the older students. 
A part of their instruction consisted of actual work in the shops and fac- 
tories of Petrozavodsk. 

The educational crater as a whole,is still far from commendable owing to 
a serious shortage of trained instructers and necessary school eauipment. 

As my origiamal intention had been to spend a year at work in the Soviet 
Union,l accepted the services of a friend in ‘obtaining work at the Karelles 
experiment station at Padozero.This friend was a former blacksmith from Wood- 


land, Washington. 
The Karelles experiment yor. 68 had been senmtathoted primarily,in an effort 


to determine whether or not it would be more efficent and economical to 
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carry on logging operst 40} S YX 4 Ree 38 ina | of me chine ry similer to tha t ues eA 
in the Pacific Northwest.Most of the dozen or so foreign employees at the 


station were from the western coast of Canada and the United States,and were 


vC 


thoroughly familiar with the oneration of the necessary machinery. 


The distance from Petrozavodsk to Padozero was thirty one kilometers,which 
we traversed in the open box of the supply truck.This distance seemed doubly 
long due to the intense cold and the poor condition of the road. 

Exceedingly poor roads,lack of supplies anda service,combined with the stil] 
defficient qualtity of Russian rubber Las the job of the truck driver one 
not to be envied.Many of the truck and tractor drivers excercise but little 
care in the proper handling of their machines.As evidence of this,many truck 
drivers including several foreigners,were caught deliberatly trying to wreck 
their trucks upon hearing that sixty eight new Amo trucks from Moscow were to 
be distributed in the Karelian republic.As the Karelian winters are long and 
cold many of the truck drivers felt that rathebr then spend miserable hours iY 

ne subzero weather repairing theirrtrucks,much of this work could be elimin- 
ated if by hook or crook they could drive new trucks. 

The Karelia Auto is the only garage in Petrozavodsk and even there efficient 
work is seriously handicapped due to the lack of efficient eouipment. 

On our way to Padozero we passed through two small villages,Suoju and Viid- 
ana,whose inhabitants were mainly kulaks. 

The first cabins and barracks at Padozero had been erected by Russian wor- 
kers with the ppening of the camp ten years before.From a space of two or 
three acres the trees had been felled,and situated amongst the stumps were @ 
the buildings that formed the experiment station. 

The first few weeks following the establishment of the experiment stat- 


aon were spent in repairing and reconstructing aes Sel Pass and barracks. In 


making ‘the HECe a Sary | nepeir¢ the = men so engaged were benefitted by the use 


Fon ieee level, .an. instument that. the Lote enti ais had doubtless never seen 


One small pabin near the lake shore had been built with a aneee fein 








protruding through the floor, 


The population of Padozero numbered approximatel sixty people,of which the 
majority were Ukaranians who hsd migrated to Kerelia during the past four 


years.During my two and a half months stay at the exneriment station I was 


employed in the blacksmith shop. 

"The blacksmith bf this small shop had already spent eighteen months in 
Karelia and during that time he had established three blacksmith shops in 
various parts of the republic.Tools valued at eral hundred dollars had 
preceded him to Leningrad,where upon his arrival he was somewhat taken ab- 
ack to learn that a large amount of these had been stolen.In transferring 
from one locality to another,he vey left with considerably less tools 
then he had possessed upon his arrival.Many of the tools had been taken 
outright while others had been borrowed and never returned.iIn setting up 
his shop at Padozero,the remnants of his tools consisted of one anvil,a 
blower,two or three hammers and a like number of tongs. 

The first week or so,our labors in the shop consisted largely in the make 
ing of blacksmith tools,along with the fashioning of chokerhooks,blocks and 
shackles all necessary for the rigging up of the logging camp. 

On several occasions we dBopped our immediate work to spend monotonous hours 
memes in making nails,in order to hasten the completion of some sadly 
needed cabin or barrack.For the most part we burned charcoal in the forge, 
resorting to coal only when a certain job reouired a hotter fire. 

The men employed 4n the woods were paid in accordance to the total scale 
of the number. of trees they felled during the montheHorses were employed to 
haul the logs from the woods to the rivers where they were floated out dur- 
ing the spring freshets.Many of the foreign tesmsters hauling their first 


load of logs in the Karelian forests,vainly try to halt their suey by shout-, 





“76 "whoa RLF she, discover that such a practice is ; rewarded by a more Pere 
straining and tugging on part of the frightened animel, To effectively stop 


a horse,one must exhale sharply at the same time causing his lips to vibrate 
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in such & manner as to result in a loud €brrrrr ing sound.A sharp clucking 
sound caused with the tongue provides the horse with the common starting cue, 

The camp at Fadozero had two directors,one in charge of the foreigners and 
the other responsible for the Russians.The latter a young Karelian who could 
Speak both Russian and Finnish was an erdent slave to vodka;a habit so ser- 
ious that it rapidly terminated his short career as on of the camp directors 
On one occasion he had gone to Petrozavodsk intending to return with the rat- 
ion of bread alloted to the Russian workers,but three days later he returned 
to the mamp empty handed and still under is influence of vodka. 

During his absence the bread shortage was so serious that the Russian workers 
Gropped their work in the woods and threatened to leave for Betrozavodsk. 
This was one of the two bread shortages I witnessed during my short stay at 
Padozero,the other resulting from a bread shortage in town. 

As we received our bread and other food through the Insnab food trust,we 
were not directly affected by the bread shortages suffered by our Russian 
neighbors.When the Russians lacked bread the¥ would send their smell child- 
ren to our barracks at meal time,who would stand timidly at the door gazing 
wide eyed at the food on the table.In trying to relieve the situation,we 
were forced to dole out smaller rations to ourselves for the duration of the 
monthe 

During the second week of my stay at Padozero,l accompanied a Karelian 
youth to the village of Viidana to attend a weekly dance.This village loc- 
ated on a lakeshore was typical of all small Karelian villages.The Karel- 
jeans are a very religious people,but owing to the fact that no literature is : 
published in their native language their cultural level is on a very low 
scale.The log cabins occupied by the natives were adjoined by barns and othew 


outbuildings for sheltering live stock. 0... ES Se 
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The Karelian youth led me to his home in the village and I wes very hosp- 


4tably received by his aged parents. What little they have they are always 
gled to share with their visitor. 
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eo life of the Karelians is very corimitive and simple;meny have never vis- 


ited Petrozavodsk although they have grown to 4 rine old age in some vill- 


age perhaps not even a hundred kilometers from the capitol city of the Repub- 


LG's 


In the small Karelian villages dotting the numerous lakes,grain is still 


ground between flat round stones,with the motive power usually being fur- 


nished by stocky Karelian girls.hat lumber is used,is tediously sawed by 
hand.At meal time the family gathers around the table to eat from a common 
bowl. Large aalceo! spoons are provided for the purposesand the guest is al- 
ways invited to take his place at the table to help himself as best he can, 
To refuse any extended hospitalities is considered a serious offense by the 
entire household. 
At the completion of the meal,a chicken or two is usually admitted into the 
kitchen to clean the floor of crumbs,while perhaps the husky bawl of a new 
born calf can be heard from the adjoining room.In the absence of life more 
complete and varied these simple people accept their lot without complaint 
and follow their pursuits much in the same manner as generations of ancestors 
had done before them. 

The weekly dance was held in the largest evailable cabin in the village. 
Practically the entire village had turned out for the affair leaving but a 


limited space in the center of the room for the Aancers.A battered old con- 


certina was their sole musical instrument but it seemed to be entirely ad- 


equate for the occasion.With the concertina in full service,all available 


space on the floor was soon occupied by the whirling dancers.The boys being 
a little slow or bashful allowed the girls to step off the first dance in 
their own company.Obove the sound of the music and stamping feet sounded the 


words of a karelian folks song sung by the girls.The bovs once emboldend swuyy 





the girls around at a dizzy pace.Fven in this small isolated village,the 
girls had learned the advantages of powder and perfume purchaseable in Pet- 


rozavodsk. 
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The advocates of the Soviet system have long contended,thet under the so 
called dictatorship of the Proletarist,all workers receive equal pay for erc- 
ual work.In Karelia I visited eA. land clesring project where the for- 
Signers thus employed received six rubles a dey,while the Karelians similiar- 

Eat agec| 

By SORE received three.At that time s pair of shoes in Petrozavodsk cost 
forty rubles.A pair of the standard leather boots commanded a price of nin- 
ty rubles.iIn consideration of these facts itwds not at all suprizing to see 
so many of the Karelian natives clad in shoes fashioned from birch bark, 

The Soviet system was supposed to es AiR classes as a factor in 
their present social settup.On the contrary however,the methods in food rat- 
ioning alone gave rise to as many classes as there were different types of 
rations.The shock brigadeers were a class in themselves,and as such would 
dine at tables barred to the ordinary worker who hadn't the desire or the 
ability to become 4 brigadeer. 

Then again,there was distinct class of office workers who held what might 
termed non-existent jobs through "pull" or favoritism.They were known to the 
workers as the"brief case" moguls.Wherever they apneared in public,they con- 
stantly carried their brief case and made every effort to appear as offical 
as possible.iIn the office however they were to be found grouped around the 
semover enjoying their tea,and on the outside they could usually be found in 
the crowded vodka line.These brief case moguls are not to be confused with © 
the regular office workers.The Karelles Logging trust ousted a hundred and 
ten of these parisites at one time. 

Much has been seid and written about the freedom enjoyed by the masses in 
RussiaeA worker can change his employment and move to another location only 
when such action is approved by the state.If he does move he must apply for 
a passport ,and a th Fania very essential that he report to the proper authorities 


when he arrives at his new location.He can read and write only such material 


that is considered -good for himself and the state. ae . 


He is under continual surveilance of the 0.G.P.U. 


Bore: os 28nd any behavior on 
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his part that might be construed as suspicious is immediately investigsted. 
In other words he exists for the state and is but a cog in a mighty machine 
that rolls when and where the drivers fancy might dictate. 
These are the conditions that I found and left in the Autonomous Republic 
of Karelia, 
Concluding Note 


During the winter of 1933 I spent two and a half months in Finland.I vis- 





ited most of the large cities and made a trip as far north as Rovaniemi. 
The clean orderly cities,the well dressed people, the efficiency of their 


progress provided a striking contrast to conditions I had witnessed a few 


short miles away in Soviet Karelia. 


The atmosphere of "martial law" was not present here.One could walk through 

the markets of Helsinki,theough the beautiful railroad station: ihe‘could 

enter any public place without rubbing elbows with heavily armed and bayon- 

ted soldiers of the republic. | 
Yet,ironical as it may seem,their are many people of Finnish blood in the 

United States who actually pelieve that Joseph Stalin is trying to do noth- 

ing more then to present the Finnish people a"Messiah" in the person of 0.W. 

Kuusinen.They believe that Stalins intrest@ in Finland would end after he had 

placed his puppet into power;they believe that a democratic peoples govern- 

ment would guide the desting of Finland;in short they believe that Finland 

would be granted her autonomy as a republic free from any Moscow influence. 


howl, 
They lose sight of the Peat tha the people of Karelia have governed them- 


selves for twenty two years with the Stalinist brand of "autonomy". 























